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Abstract The Forbidden City ,as a world cultural site ,is both a cultural carrier and medium. It gives a
representation of the Chinese culture with thousands of years gone by. The author ,f rom the viewpoints of
intercultural communication and through translating its English introduction ,analyses traditional Chinese culture
conveyed by the Forbidden City— its palace names ,its layout and scale ,its uses of color ,and its symbolization.
The author believes that first ,English introduction to Chinese world cultural sites should be given more at tention
to
their connotations. Second ,Chinese phonetics plus explanation could be used to present different and unique
cultures. Third ,in cross -cultural dialogue ,a translator should be a cultural communicator instead of a
mouthpiece of the original .
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BERTHE AR M, AW KR M T. The Imperial Palace is composed of the out2er palace ,also

known as the f ront court ,and theinner palace ,also known as the back residence.The outer palace includes three

main halls : theHall of Supreme Harmony ( Taihedian), the Hallof Cent ral Harmony (Zhonghedian) ,and the Hallof
Preserving Harmony (Baohedian) . In the outerpalace , the emperors held grand ceremonies , re2ceived
officials ,and managed the government . At BTl E A AR K B I 588 5 e 1Y) A2 PR ARG o[BI ReA 7R AL,
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Peo weeee HUE kAR R T o B A O BRI G AN JRAIRR AR SRR AR . (R KR
VAR T B 3 2R I BE IO AR AR 1 2 =6 . The Wu Xing ( Five Element s ) and YinYang schools were the
core of the ancient Chi2nese culture. In the Imperial Palace , the f rontcourt was in the south and the back
residence inthe north. According to the Wu Xing school ,thesouth is associated with fire , which
symbolizesgrowth , belongs to the yang category and thusprovides the place of government . . . .The north is
associated with water ,whichsymbolizes storage , belongs to yi n, and is thusassumed to be the place suitable for
residence.According to the Wu Xing school ,earth ,yellowin color, is in the center and represent s the na2tion ,so
the palace roof s were of ten colored yel2low. Fire produces earth and has the color red ,sothe palace columns
were all painted in red as thesymbol of prosperity. . . .The Imperial Palace inherited and developedthe ancient
architectural t radition of Chinesepalaces. It s overall layout and scale ,as well as theshapes , colors , and
furnishings of it s building ,demonst rated the supremacy of imperial powerand the st rict hierarchic rules. &4+
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e NMBS IS T s Bt A, T b e BB @A AU P I, ZE AT 0 R The city walls

enclosing Beijing at that timewere also in accord with ancient architecturalt raditions. Between Yongdingmen

Gate in thesouthern city wall and emperor’ s residence ,therewere eight gates. These gates plus
YongdingmenGate conformed to the nine-gate principle in thelayout of imperial palaces , the most st rictly
fol2lowed principle in the const ruction of the ancientChinese capital . Even today , as one enters theForbidden
City and passes through one longpaved path af ter another ,one cannot help feelingthat the Imperial Palace
seems to be at an un2reachable distance and of an immeasurabledepth.The Forbidden City was const ructed
along anorth- south axis ,which was also the axis of Bei2jing at the time. Taihedian and other principalhalls were
built along this axis ,while the less im2portant buildings were symmet rically arrangedon the east and west flanks.
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