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摘要 

美国著名幽默讽刺大师,马克·吐温的写作风格随着社会的发展以及他对社会的认识加深,从前期的幽默发展到后期的辛辣讽刺。他笔下的人物从精神空虚、无所事事的市井平民,到为窃取政治地位的政客们,以及为了金钱不顾廉耻、人格的“上等公民”们的拙劣表演,对我们认识当今美国社会的丑恶现象仍有现实意义。句子不通顺  本文对马克土温不同时期的代表小说进行研究（用词太大，你只是介绍了故事梗概）,并对其中所反映的社会现象进行研究（同样，用词太大）.从而可以发现小说的种种社会现象其实是我们生活中的真实写照.（你要讨论的是在MARK TWAIN所讽刺的现象在现今社会仍旧存在，从而看出MARK TWAIN 的小说对现代社会的意义和价值）
关键词：马克·吐温；社会现象；幽默与讽刺
Abstract
                 Mark Twain, a famous American novelist and satirist, changed his writing style from humor to bitter satire with the development of the society and his understanding of it. The characters in his novels vary from common people who are occupied with nothing and spiritually empty to politicians of steal political status and principal citizens. In order to money, they disregarded shame and personality. These inferior performances help us see clearly the ugly phenomena of present American society. This paper studies the novels in his different periods to reflect the social phenomena.www.51lunwen.org Finally, we can conclude that the all kinds of social phenomenon in fact are the true description in our lives.
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Mark Twain says,“I was born in an isolated small village named Florida in Missouri on November 30, 1835. My parents moved to Missouri but I can’t remember the accurate years because I wasn’t born yet then and couldn’t control so many. There were exact 100 persons in the village and the population increase up to 1% for my born. Through the ages, there maybe no cherished worthies have made so great contributions to a small town, even Shakespeare couldn’t make it, which is so unprecedented. But I made so contribution to Florida”(Twain 2).
ⅠMark Twain’s information 按照第一页提纲中的提示改这部分

A .Mark Twain introduction： 

1.writing career introduction 
Mark Twain, whose original name is Clemens, had to abandon his studies and began independent living when he was 12 years old because his father died then. He has ever worked as a typesetting apprenticeship in a printing, newsboy, sailors, pilots on ships and other occupations. It is said that you can’t buy a moment poor with even so much money. Suffering childhood made him to learned to be bold in the face of difficulties and this rich experience has also been the nutrients of his future creation and also set the basis for his works. The American Civil War broke out and ended his career at the helm. Clemens has become a reporter of Virginia City "cause" and the San Francisco "Morning News". In 1863, he began to use "Mark Twain" as his pen name to publish some communications and humorous piece. "Mark Twain" is a jargon used on the river with the meaning of "depth of two," that is 12 feet in depth, on which condition ship can go safely through. 

  Since then, the hardworking Mark Twain gradually grew to one of the most important writers in the history of American literature, who create a generation of writing with his humor, funny and ironic style; he was good at combining the fine blocks of realism and warmly lyrical of romanticism and at putting the real Description of human’s inner and humorous exaggeration. Such writing with the color of a strong personal style has won him a worldwide reputation. Mark Twain's novels show the most purely American temperament, for which Faulkner called him "the father of American literature." 

2. Brief assessment 

Mark Twain is the founders of the American literary realism criticism, and is a world-renowned master of humor; on one of his early lecture tours he was billed as ‘The Wild Humorist of the Pacific Slope” (Ian 89) .He has left us with a lot of well-known works of humorous style, such as "Running for Governor" "My experience as the Clerk to the senators ", "millions of pounds", "the dog's readme" and so on. These works are short while with the style of shrewish, saucy, www.51lunwen.org strong and of interest throughout. It is for this reason that George Bernard Shaw had unreserved praise him as “the master of language".  
关于书名号:英文中没有书名号! 也不是用双引号,书名斜体或者下划线

  Mark Twain stepped into literary debut when "humorous literature" is prevalent; his success is that he skipped simple “witty” away from "humor" and put an "higher ideals” on humor, "make it with funny while others should do it seriously".注明出处! Ironical was Mark Twain’s powerful tool to achieve "higher ideals". He has the genius and quality of ironic and can look at and anger at the competition with calm. All this has left many of his works with a variety malaise of the immediate significance. He often uses that seemingly down-to-earth description language to attract readers to roar with laughter and smiles while also has to admit that it has profound truth after laughing. Mark Twain’s thought gradually developed from humor to anger with the mature of his works. What is more commendable is that Mark Twain's humor has a strong sense of mission -- "humorists determine to awaken, guide your love, your compassion and your kindness -- your laughing at false, hypocrisy and false pretence -- your sympathy on the weak, the poor and the unfortunate”(John S 8)He considered humor as a power which can reveal the truth and criticize the social.

  In his middle age, Mark Twain’s humor had more serious significance and stronger power and the figure he created is more typical for he had known more about the disadvantages of capitalism: he used one person Miller to inflect many persons of one type in 《Is he live or dead?》; while he used a group of 19 persons with status to present one kind person in 《The Man that Corrupted Hadleyburg》. The writer revealed the essence of one kind person, one rank or a social group of that era through the description of the individual with special character .
  In the latter ages of Mark Twain, he only saw the wasteland without way out though he finally saw the appearance of capitalism, so he began to doubt the worth of human beings. His inner anger, complain and condemn grew into despair. In the ending of 《Cryptic Strangers》(1916), Mark Twain warned that:”------there was no god, no universe, no human beings, no living in the world, nor no heaven or hell. All of these are a dream, a mad and stupid dream. Everything is insignificant except you and you are only a thought, a significant thought, a useless thought, and a thought without foundation and a thought floating lonely” (TWAIN 679). The loneliness derived from the justice writers’ failure of finding the solution to the disadvantages of the society after they found various rigorous truths in the society. The loneliness was also the brand left in writers’ mental by the disappearance of tradition.
B. Background of Mark Twain：

1. Life background

Mark Twain was born in a poor family on November 30th. 1835 in Missouri of America and his father was a merchant. He was a naughty child and all of his happiness and vivacious times was recorded in 《The Adventure of Tom Sawyer》(1874). His father died when Mark Twain was 12 years old and then he went out to hunt for a living, working as an apprentice, a navigator, a miner and a journalist. Rich experience made him familiar with various persons and reality and he also got to the humorous agrestic literature of western America. With all of this he developed his democracy ideology and gained much material for his future creation. He began to step into the literary world with the publication of 《the Notorious Jumping Frog of Calaveras County》in 1865 and he was regarded as “a great person in American literary world” (John S 8) with his outstanding literary talent. During 1890—1900 when he was giving the worldwide lecture Mark Twain gradually became an “anti-imperialist”. In the first years of 20th century he wrote many political comments which were anti-imperialist and anti-war and he didn’t stop writing his 《Autobiography》until he went away.

2. Social background

Between the work of Hawthorne and Melville, the major novelists of the 1850s, and the work of Mark Twain, the major novelists of the last quarter of the century, falls the shadow of the American Civil War (1861-1865). In his famous Gettysburg address Abraham Lincoln described the conflict in terms of epic simplicity:

  Fourscore and twenty years ago our fathers set forth on his continent a new nation, conceived in liberty and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal. Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether this nation, or any nation so conceived and so dedicated can long endure(Ian 87). 
Mark Twain lived during the time from when half century after the foundation of America to the early years of 20th century. During this time, America experienced the war against Mexico, the war between the North and the South, the confirmation of the national foundation, the outspread of the country, the strengthening of the national power and the prosperous industry revolution. Abolishing slaves lead to the increase of agriculture product. In 1853 the American navy launched a war against Japan; in 1898, America occupied the colony of Spain in Pacific Ocean zone; in 1900, America joined the eight armies to invade China.
Ⅱ. Analysis on social phenomenon in Mark Twain’s short story of different periods 

A. Early stage: take Running for Governor（1870）as representative
人称混乱,me  he 混用
时态不统一
The novel focused on “me”, described the story in order. Firstly the novel described “my” initial mood after nominated as a governor. ”I” was happy for two reasons: one is that “I have a good reputation”; and the other is that my opponents are two derogatory politicians whose shameful crimes are familiar to the public. Then “my” advantages were presented through the use of comparison and laid the foundation for my running.

  The central part of the novel is the description of “my” sufferings of various slander, attack and persecution from the opponents. The initial part told about “my” promiscuity mood and the condition of involved in running. When he was in fear and trembling, the newspaper launched the first attack on him. The newspaper announced that he was guilty of “false evidence” seemingly with accurate evidence which was of accurate time and address and of attesters, and announced that it was difficult to deny the evidence. The next morning, the same newspaper said that “he has the wishes to conceal for he is keeping silent, which affords for thought”. Though it described the story with only a few word without sharp sentences, it hided ruthless purpose in them. “From then on”, the newspaper described “me” only as “shameful false evidence maker Twain” once it referred to me. “My guilty of false evidence” was fixed since then.

  Then “another newspaper 《News paper》published a ‘notice’” which disclosed the fact that in Montana he often stole his companionate’ valuables. The disclosure not only pointed out the address but that the stolen valuables are found in his luggage. From then on, he had another name “Montana thief”.

The third crime the opponents imposed on “me” is that “he slandered the respected party leader John Hoffman’s older grandfather“. This crime is more serious than thief. It was obviously that “I” did it on some political purpose because “I” was blaming and slandering a dead person, and he was even my opponent’s grandfather. Undoubtly, if this was the truth, I would have the worst character! After this matter, a group of “fouled and insulted” publics rushed into my house, destroyed the furniture and windows and rapped my properties just that night. Thought neither had “I” ever heard about nor mentioned Hoffman Governor’s grandfather, I received the name “guilty of stealing the corpse” ever since. Besides the attack was not only the rumor mongering of “me”, and his disclosed “guilty” was bigger and bigger like a snowball. It was obviously that all of this was the sophisticated plans of my opponents.

The fourth blame on “me” was “bibulosity”. It was said that he was so drunk that he even couldn’t walk by himself and so was struck by a carriage---. Even “I” hadn’t tasted even one kind of wine for three years, but was still named as a “liquor lunatic”. The rumor made by the opponents finally took effect. He continuously received many anonymous letters some of which contained rumors of him and racketeering. No sooner later, the newspaper of the republic party disclosed “my” bribery; the authority newspaper of the democracy party imposed the blackmail on “me”. The man with so serious “crime” was not qualified to be a governor. Then the public was so excited that they required “me” to response to the terrible “charges”. Just when I was about to responsewww.51lunwen.org to them the opponents launched another new, deadly attack on him, revealing that he committed another four crimes every of which was appalling. So then he couldn’t only take up the post of governor but also involved in serious “criminal crime”. The four crimes are: he set fire on a bedlam for it disturbed him from watching from his house which lead the death of all the patients; he poisoned his uncle to capture his property; he ever employed some very old relatives without teeth to cook when he acted as the superintendent of abandoning a baby, reaming them; he was of putridness. In a meeting, 9 children who just could walk and of different colors suddenly rushed to the desk and gripped “my” legs while calling “dad”. We could see the most shameful, beggary means of the bourgeois politicians through the disclosure of “the four crimes” and then this is the most wonderful part of the novel.

In the end was the ending of the novel——“I” was forced to abandon the running. During the period the attacks “I” suffered was still increasing, and I was so anxious and even lost my reputation. “At last I had to announce that I would quit the running and ended that with a lampoon subscription signature”.

《Running for the governor》was the outcome of the real society of America. The two greatest party then——the republic party and the democracy party——inspected through the method of bewitching, cheating and bribery in the running for their own interests, and they used propagandizing tool and rumored to attack each other. 《Running for the Governor》revealed the real meaning of free in the so called “freedom running” through the profile of running for governor. This political cartoon was exact the true portraiture of “freedom running”. The exaggerated oddness was just the reveal of the rumor maker’s abjection. On this basis, “I” was not qualified to run for the governor compared with the politicians who controlled the propagandizing tool and “was used to various shameful crimes”, however good my reputation was and however good my behavior was. So it was certainly that “I” abandoned the running and ruined my reputation at last. So the novel ended with “your sincere friend who was a good guy now becomes a notorious criminal Mark Twain guilty of bribery and blackmail”. It was the ironical signature that makes the most perfect part of this novel. We can conclude, through the fact that a honesty person with good reputation gained so many “good name” in the running, that wrong and right, bad and good, morality, false, kind and evil are all reversed, the “free” of freedom running is exactly the means the politicians used to capture political status. Through 《Running for the Governor》we know the truth of political battle of 19 century America: those neatly dressed and sanctimonious bourgeois politicians are just a group of beggary gangster.
B. Middle stage: take The Million Pound Note（1953）as representative
《Millions of Pounds》told a story about a poor but honest person who was the dramatis personae of the story. He received a letter with a million pound in it from a couple of brothers. It was just a bet between the brothers on what a poor would but honest person would do if he received a million pound not own to him? The older brother believed that he would die of hunger because he couldn’t proved that the money belonged to him and he would be doubted and even the bank would not allow him to deposit money while the younger brother didn’t think so for he believed that the man would lead a good life. Then the brothers lent the check of a million pound to the poor man. From then on he had a great change in his life. Firstly “I” rushed into a restaurant to have a delicious meal and then foot the bill with the check. The boss was “so shocked, he focused all his attention on it but not wanted to touch it for it seemed that the check was so sanctities that an ordinary person was not permitted to touch it.” ( TWAIN 318) [1] Then, the boss was apologizing all the time and refused to charge. After this “I” wanted to take off my dirty coat. But I didn’t walk into the toggery until I wandered outside the toggery for 60 times because I was not brave enough. At first, even the shop assistant was reluctant to answer to “my” questions and he just tossed me some clothes out of date. But he was shocked when I asked him to give me change. The excited boss came over and said:” you actually sell the garbage to a millionaire! You are so stupid and always do so fool things to drive away all the millionaires. You even can’t ever distinguish a beggar from a millionaire, ever! Well, finally we got it! Sir, please take off the garbage and fire them! Please, put on the shirt and coat! I have never so perfect gentleman!”[1]( TWAIN 322) And then “I” was invited to take part in the party of dukes, earls, vicomtes and ministers and was so popular there. In a word, during this time people hooked in the infrequent rich man like a beggar with various means from free meals, clothes to free lodge and elevated his social class up to a duke which was just under the royal. Besides he also found a good wife and interests of 30000 pounds and finally received a good job from the two brothers and led a happy life from then on.

In his short novel 《Millions of Pounds》Mark Twain used exaggerated method to construct a funny drama to disclose and satirize the money worship situation in capitalism society. The story satirized the idea of “money is everything” and “money is powerful” and disclosed the ugly aspect of capitalism society. I owe envy to the lucky man who had no money but he had a great change in his life after he received a million pound while he also experienced much misunderstanding and favorable turns in his fatal. People hooked in him just for they were all concerned with money, didn’t they? It’s shameful and hateful to have money worship and it’s more unreasonable to gain without giving. The dramatis personae’s fate in《Millions of Pounds》changed so greatly not for the focus on the charm of money but to disclose that greediness had rusted people’s mental and had made the traditional idea about value fall apart. The author used his talent imagination to structure the pilot and used humorous method to satirize the mammonists who were of good looking while of money worship inside. 

《Millions of Pounds》is an actualistic masterpiece that reflects the politics and real life of America in 1870s. Mark Twain wrote the novel with great anger at monopoly capitalist class to show people the essence of the “money worship time” and a diseased, ugly and evil time which had shining golden on the surface while had garbage under it. With satirizing the typical character and matters the author crashed the capitalist class’s false propagandize to show the publics the truth of that time.

C. Late stage: take The Man That Corrupted Hadley burg (1900) as representative
The profile of the story is as follows: Hadley burg is “the honestest and the most high-hearted town nearby and it has been maintaining the reputation for 3 generations.” And the morality has been the character of every townee. So if some young man wants to go out to hunt for a job, he can achieve it and gain great trust “only with his nationality”. But Hadley burg accidentally neglected a person from some other place named Stevenson. The man feeling insulted determined to punish all the townee. Then one night at about 10 o’clock Stevenson came back to the town with a bag of golden coins worth 160 pounds and submit the coins and a letter to the wife of senior cashier Mr. Richard. The letter told that he was rescued by a nameless townee’s 20 dollars and words when he was in poverty and trouble. The news spreaded around America soon. Hadleyburg again became the focus of the publics. While 19 important townees including Mr. Richard received the message from Stevenson that he needed the mark to give out golden coins. The townees were excited at the tempting of money and the suspicion about who was the owner of the huge property, which stirred the small town. Every important townees were looking forward to the coins but unfortunately their lies for the coins were disclosed at the court. Hadleyburg, a shinning name, was ruined and became the symbol of frightfulness, cheating and stealing after scenes of slapsticks.

Mark Twain expressed the purpose of the novel through the person from other place:” I’m targeting at change dozens of pure men and women who has never lied or stolen into shammers and stealers.” The purpose of the author is to analyze people’s inner in a real society. These seemingly gentlemen are all controlled by money. In order to spread the purpose, Mark Twain created an ambitious Mr. Hackensack, an important citizen, who lost face in the “coin matter” and won the position of councilman with those “coins”, which showed that money was so powerful. Then implied that America was such a society of many Mr. Hackensack. Hadleyburg “was a honesty town” again from then on. The old adage “please don’t lure us” on the chop would have no meaning any more. The new chop “please lure us” was so interesting, wasn’t it? The success of Mr. Hackensack proved it. While the whole America was controlled by millions of Mr. Hackensack and they represented the social behavior dominating the society.

Through the whole text, Mark Twain criticized the corruption and false morality of America and the charming and evil derived from money, with acrid criticism instead of humor. He elaborately used enantiosis and comparisons as well as the design of plot, scenes and atmosphere with the purpose to disclose and criticize. The extraneous made the story more attracting by conducting with only some letters; 19 important townee concealed their essence through their ugly behavior in this matter; the deaths of the couple of Richard and the success of Hackensack meant the success of money; the difference of one word on the chop and the use of “Hadleyburg would be a honest town again from then on” and many descriptions and analysis of people’s mentality: the couple of Richard’s contrary minds of vanity and capturing fortunes. The description of 19 important townee’s minds when they were cheating gradually revealed their ugliness. 

Everything happened in Hadleyburg is the reduction of initial America society. Mark Twain gave so wonderful description of the effect of money on human nature and morality ruining, and of the false and greediness of the classes, especially the description of the inner of the couple of Richard and the description of the concerned people’s debate about “witness”. This is the classical works that show Mark Twain’s style of another humor.
Ⅲ. In current society there still exists some social phenomenon embodied in Twain’ works.

In a material society someone consider money as so important that they even lose themselves. It is said that:” money can even make the ghost work” which tells that many people can’t rescue from the attraction and corruption of money including the terrible ghost. In reality many guys are eager to be a millionaire and to be a rich man at one night through buying lottery; or burden their wishes on their children and lecture them to work hard just for money. We can often hear somebody say that how outstanding and rich he is or he is an able person and can earn much money or he has endless money at home------ We are so sad to find that many people use rich as the standard to value a person.

We all know that money is essential in our life but will you have everything if you have enough money? It’s certainly not for money is not so powerful. Just with money you can’t buy parents’ love for their children; just with money you can’t buy the concern from your relatives and friends; just with money you can’t buy the flowery smiling face, a warm greeting or happiness------All the goodliness are independent of money and they are only be gained through the communication between hearts. If someone uses money as the only measurement to value his relatives and friends and he just treat rich persons well then he would no relatives or friends, saying nothing of the blesses from them and then he would have a lonely and meaningless life. A man with money worship targeting at saving money all through his life is greedy and he will do everything including something evil just for money.

Nowadays, we are feeling less warmth from others, we communicate with others just for profits, www.51lunwen.org we greet each other so quickly and our words and behavior are so mechanical. We give false smiles with no feelings, which adapts to the rule of relationship between people. People won’t consider the relationship seriously and the tradition human relationship is cracking. Today the society is full of the atmosphere of practical and useful relationship and people only contact those who can bring them profits at once, seen between friends even the family members as well as acquaintances. Most people communicate with profits, and use rather than affection. So people become indifferent to other. With the severity of competition we can see that people are searching more enjoyment while the culture is more and more commercial.

Since the reform and opening up our country has had a great achievement in economy. But with the prosperous economy we can find serious corruption in many fields especially in the government, the department of justice, execution, administration and economy supervision. It’s often seen that someone trades with his rights for private profits, which ruined the authority and credit standing of the party and the government. Some officers are preferring enjoyment to hard life. Maybe they have never been threatened by armed enemy but in a material time they can’t keep calm in the face of money and sugar-coated bullet. So they commit corruption and exchange rights for private profits and finally they would be malfeasants.

We can get it from the information that recently, there is an increase in the number of cases from national commission for discipline inspection and supervisory organs and the number of county-level cadres, bureau-level cadres and provincial and ministerial-level cadres with political punishment. We can see, from the economy crimes such as corruption and bribery inspected by the national supervisory organs, there are more county-level cadres than before, cadres at the department included.  Among such cases concluded by the national court system there are more national staffs involved than before.
Ⅳ. Conclusions

Mark Twain lived in a era of turbulence when the capitalist economy was experiencing a rapid development and the structure of the society was adjusting, which had a great impulse on the traditional idea on value. From the appearance we could see that the nation was more and more numerous and the substance was richer and richer, but while we could see more and more disadvantages of capitalism and the conflicts among politics, economy and culture was increasingly sharper; especially with the widening of the difference between the rich and the poor and with the contravention of the society, it was more and more difficult to achieve a harmony relationship between human beings and the society. When someone called it as the “golden time” of capitalism Mark Twain, with the insight own to writers, noticed these disadvantages and revealed the essence of the “golden time” and its damage to human nature from different aspects. At the same time, he was also looking forward to the publics coming to and to the improvement of the society. We can see the pessimism factors in his works for he failed to find good solution to these problems, which is the impression that age left on writer’s world.

Mark Twain’s language has a sharp character, of implication as well as humor and exaggeration. Hidden sensibility and meanings are often contained in his short novels of rich contents. So if you want to know about the essence you should look into it. For example, he properly used, while many other authors didn’t do or was afraid to doing so, many American dialect and localism that could perfectly portray the natures of these characters, avoiding baldness and show the real situation of American society, which is the great contribution of Mark Twain to American literature language which is full of vivid America feature.

Making a comprehensive view over Mark Twain’s short novel, we can find that he had been searching and exploring all through his life, satirizing the evil of the society, paying a tribute to kindness and goodliness, being eager for the development of the nation and calling for conscience. While studying the history, Mark Twain expressed his concerns about society and human beings with the description of humor, in a accurate style. His criticism of the social evil and abnormal human natures in his late years as well as his early works full of vital force and humor is the record of America history. In the “golden time” of capitalism, Mark Twain warned that people should develop under right construction. So he was calling for the resuscitation as he was criticizing. The kind heart was always connected with the publics’ fatal and the future of the human beings. His creation, skillful design, humorous style and simple language, which are different from others’, are the combination of artists’ talent and scholars’ wisdom, which not only protected his works from the constraints of time and space but also made him the greatest person in American literature history.
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最大的问题:

1． 以介绍三个代表作的故事梗概为主, 没有突出“社会问题”，尤其是当今社会的问题讨论的太少，而且与前面的小说所反映的问题脱节，过多的表达的是自己对某些社会问题的看法。

2． 正文没有按照提纲分出各个部分

根据你目前写的内容，建议做如下修改：

1． 调整结构：第二\三部分合并

II.  Social phenomenon exposed in Mark Twain’s stories and its implication for today’s society

A． Early stage：Running for Governor

1． Story synopsis   简单的故事介绍

2． Social phenomenon exposed  重点分析MARK TWAIN 讽刺的社会问题

3． Existing phenomenon in today’s society  讨论当今存在的类似的社会问题, 重点! 如类似的问题在当今社会的表现形式, 典型的例子等.
B.  Middle stage:  The Million Pound Note
1.    Story synopsis    简单的故事介绍

2.   Social phenomenon exposed www.51lunwen.org 重点分析MARK TWAIN 讽刺的社会问题

3.   Existing phenomenon in today’s society  讨论当今存在的类似的社会问题, 重点! 如类似的问题在当今社会的表现形式, 典型 的例子等.

C.  Late stage :    The Man That Corrupted Hadleyburg 
1. Story synopsis   简单的故事介绍

2. Social phenomenon exposed  重点分析MARK TWAIN 讽刺的社会问题

3.Existing phenomenon in today’s society  讨论当今存在的类似的社会问题, 重点! 如类似的问题在当今社会的表现形式, 典型的例子等.

          以下同

III. Conclusion

      结论是: MARK TWAIN 的作品对现今社会具有现实意义
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